Prohibited Sexual Behavior

Dr. J. Alan Branch

Appropriate moral boundaries for sexual behavior are essential to experiencing the abundant life Jesus promises in John 10:10. Ed Young, Sr., pastor of Second Baptist Church, Houston, clearly states the need for boundaries in sexual ethics when he says, “Only those who honor God’s boundaries for sex will know the joy of true sexual freedom.  Men and women who disregard those boundaries will learn the inevitable and painful lessons of bondage, not freedom.”
  One way to think about sexual ethics is to clarify the boundaries and define the areas where God says, “No.” 
I.  No Sexual Intercourse Outside of Marriage

Exodus 20:14:  You shall not commit adultery. 

I Corinthians 6:18:  Flee from sexual immorality! "Every sin a person can commit is outside the body," but the person who is sexually immoral sins against his own body.

I Corinthians 7:2 – 5: 2 But because of sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman should have her own husband. 3 A husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise a wife to her husband. 4 A wife does not have authority over her own body, but her husband does. Equally, a husband does not have authority over his own body, but his wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another—except when you agree, for a time, to devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again; otherwise, Satan may tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

Hebrews 13:4:  Marriage must be respected by all, and the marriage bed kept undefiled, because God will judge immoral people and adulterers.
The Christian demand for sexual restraint was considered unreasonable within the Greco-Roman worldview.  Leon Morris rightly emphasizes the way in which Hebrews 13:4 advocates this radical new ethic when he says, “All forms of sexual sin come under the judgment of God. This was a novel view to many in the first century.  For them chastity was an unreasonable demand to make.  It is one of 
the unrecognized miracles that Christians were able not only to make this demand but to make it stick.”

II. No Sex With Children

Sigmund Freud radically transformed the way our culture views children and argued that children are sexual by their very nature and a latent sexuality is just below the surface of all kids.  Alfred Kinsey and his fellow researchers at the Kinsey Institute took this idea even further and argued children can actually enjoy sex.  Now, children are sexualized at earlier and earlier ages in our culture.  Thus, we must state the obvious: Sex with children is an abomination. 
A.  Jesus Loves the Little Children

Mark 10:13 – 16 (HCS):  13 Some people were bringing little children to Him so He might touch them, but His disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw it, He was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me. Don’t stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 I assure you: Whoever does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 After taking them in His arms, He laid His hands on them and blessed them.
B.  Sex is meant for marriage, not for children

One implication of the first principle – no sex outside of marriage – is that it is immoral to have sex with children. God did not design children to have sex.  Sex is an age-appropriate gift to be shared after sexual maturity between a husband and a wife in a consensual marriage. Pedophilia is a vile sin and a wicked crime.
III.  No Sexual Intercourse With a Member of One’s Immediate Family

Leviticus 18:6 – 18

Leviticus 18:6 (NKJV): None of you shall approach anyone who is near of kin to him, to uncover his nakedness: I am the LORD.

Incest is an evil sin and exploits defenseless people.  The Bible clearly teaches that incest is evil. Wardell Pomeroy (1913 – 2001) was a colleague of Alfred Kinsey and a co-author of both the Kinsey reports on males (1948) and females (1953).  Writing in Forum (owned by Penthouse) in 1976, he expressed a calloused and morally insensitive view of incest when he said:

When we examine a cross-section of the population, as we did in the Kinsey report, . . . we find many beautiful and mutually satisfying relationships between fathers and daughters.  These may be transient and ongoing, but they have no harmful effects. 

Incest between adults and younger children can also prove to be a satisfying and enriching experience.  Although difficulties can certainly arise. (In any case I want to emphasize that in no case would I condone incest – be it between adults or children and adults – when force, violence, or coercion are involved.)

This is a wretched, evil, and absurd statement: Incest always involves coercion and force.  This is yet another example of the moral depravity associated with the authors of the Kinsey reports. 

IV.  No Sexual Intercourse Between Persons Of The Same Gender (Homosexuality)

Romans 1:26 – 27: 26 This is why God delivered them over to degrading passions. For even their females exchanged natural sexual intercourse for what is unnatural. 27 The males in the same way also left natural sexual intercourse with females and were inflamed in their lust for one another. Males committed shameless acts with males and received in their own persons the appropriate penalty for their perversion.  
I Corinthians 6:9: 9 Do you not know that the unjust will not inherit God's kingdom? Do not be deceived: no sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, homosexuals, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, or swindlers will inherit God's kingdom. 11 Some of you were like this; but you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
I have extensive notes on this topic available elsewhere. 

V.  No Sexual Intercourse With Animals (Bestiality)

Exodus 22:19:  Whoever has sexual intercourse with an animal must be put to death.

Leviticus 18:23 (HCS): You are not to have sexual intercourse with any animal, defiling yourself with it; a woman is not to present herself to an animal to mate with it; it is a perversion.

Leviticus 20:15 – 16: 15 If a man has sexual intercourse with an animal, he must be put to death; you are also to kill the animal. 16 If a woman comes near any animal and mates with it, you are to kill the woman and the animal. They must be put to death; their [own] blood is on them.
VI.  No Sexual Intercourse That Is Painful, Forced or Violent

The Bible specifically condemns rape in Deuteronomy 22:25 – 27:

Deuteronomy 22:25 – 27:  But if the man encounters the engaged woman in the open country, and he seizes and rapes her, only the man who raped her must die.  Do nothing to the young woman, because she is not guilty of an offense deserving death.  This case is just like the one in which a man attacks his neighbor and murders him.  When he found her in the field, the engaged woman cried out, but there was no one to rescue her. 

I Corinthians 13:4 – 7 and Philippians 2:3 – 4 also articulate principles which argue against sex that is painful, forced, or violent, even if someone suggests mutual participation in such activity. 
VII.   No Sexual Fantasies About Anyone Other Than Your Marriage Partner

Exodus 20:14 (NKJV): You shall not commit adultery. 

Matthew 5:27 – 28:  You have heard it said, “Do not commit adultery.”  But I tell you, everyone who looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  

The key to overcoming sexual temptation is having a pure thought-life. Pornography is a form of lusting after someone else and it is not consistent with Christian sexual ethics because if fuels lust for someone other than one’s spouse.  Pornography has not place in the Christian’s life.  
VIII.  No Sexual Commerce (Prostitution)

Leviticus 19:29: Do not debase your daughter by making her a prostitute, or the land will be prostituted and filled with depravity. 

I Corinthians 6:15 – 16:  Do you not know that your bodies are the members of Christ? So should I take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Absolutely not! Do you not know that anyone joined to a prostitute is one body with her? For it says, The two will become one flesh.
IX.  No Transvestitism

Deuteronomy 22:5 (NASB): A woman shall not wear man’s clothing, nor shall a man put on a woman’s clothing; for whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD your God.  
Deuteronomy 22:5 insists that men and women should participate in gender-appropriate behavior. Specifically, transvestite cross-dressing is forbidden. Keil and Delitzsch comment, “As the property of a neighbor was to be sacred in the estimation of an Israelite, so also the divine distinction of the sexes, which was kept sacred in civil life by the clothing peculiar to each sex, was to be not less but even more sacredly observed.”
 Gleason Archer adds, “Deuteronomy 22:5 completely excludes transvestism or any kind of impersonation of the opposite sex.”
  Mark Rooker also suggests that the ban on transvestite behavior was related to the ban on homosexuality.
 God desires for men and women to carry themselves in such a way that each particular gender is celebrated and easily identifiable.  This does take into account certain cultural differences for gender-appropriate apparel.  For example, Scottish men traditionally wore kilts which resemble skirts worn by modern women.  However, in the Scottish context, it is a distinguishable male garment.
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